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THE GREATHOUSE FAMILY OF KENTUCKY
GOODBYE HALO, HELLO HOLLYWOOD STARLET




The Greathouse family's Glencrest
Farm is more than a business

A FAMILY
TRADITION

BY DEIHDHRE B. BILES

he sigry of Coniral Henlucky's

Greathouse family has an old-fash-
ioned theme. The six children of John
W. Greathouse Sr and his wile, Mary
Allen, worked on the family's Glencrest
Farm during their formative years, and
e 1ies 1o the prominent Thorough:
bBrid Aursary remain sirong inoan era
when many families have ceased 1o
fumchon a% a wni

"Glencras! wazs a wvary small opera-
fign When we wWara Qrowing up. said
Mancy Greathouse Walker, 42, (hae fami-
Iy's eldest dawghler “Alter school, wa
would come nomae, changé our clothes,
ard felp with e &iernssn Iq_l-u:_'lnng Wa

nigni-watchad cluring 1Fwn I-:‘;-:_ll!ng %aa-
gon, stnpped bluegrass, and housad o-
bacco

“| think because we all pitched in and
worked as a family, the farm 5 mose
than just a business 1o us, We love 1he
horsas and the land., and we wani o
sa8 Glencrest preserved, developed
and mainiained. It's somathing beyond
an everyday job.”

The Glencrest Farm of loday consists
¢l rmofa than 1100 acres of Scobt
l:nl.lnl'lr land &nd is operated by a part-
nership of John W Greathouss Sr. 59,
amnd his Tour sons E'r'-l?rgl,':!u_" [alidnl Il'll_l':r

naver saam o lack of & prissing mat-
lar to attend 1o—a deal o B¢ made, a
race fo attend. & stallion season o be
godd

The parinarship does not require (he
dirgct invalvement of s members. but
each Greathouse son voluntanly do
nates & portion of his talents to the

Glencrest operation. John Jr., 44, is in
charge of day-to-day horse operalions
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Mombavs of e Greathouss famuly invaied
inn the dxlencrgst Thoraughbred oparabon in-
b clingle (clockwise from Ifop fan) Jofn W
N Greathouse S who began the family's rac-
ing tnrevest and who bred Kentucky Derby
winner Vanetan Way: Joha Jr, who oversaas
day-to-day horse operations; Nancy
Walker, who manages the farm
office; Altan, who acls
a5 compiroller, amd
Dawvid, who handias
VEaRLAG prisparation

amd saies

Allan, 39, pardorms the duties of comptrolier;
David, 37, oversess the preparation and selling of
yaarlings, and Edward, 35, handias farm mainte-
nanca and [AEes charge of such vaniurds as rais-
ing catile, iobacco, and hay

The two Greaihouse daughters also conirbuie (o
Glencresi. Nancy manages the farm olfice, whara
her constan! companion s a West Highland Terries
named Lord McDufl of Glencrest (Dulty). Margaret
27, works for a Lexinglon advertising agency and
paricipates in farm affairs through her ownarship
inlefesis in somé horsas

“The advantages of working as a family are thal
You can anbcipaie ikes and dislikes, and YU Can
trust ane anather” aid Allan, wha worked for Ko
lucky's Highway Depariment belore relurning 1o
Glancrest. ““The disadvantage is that if you have a
raal difference of opinion, there's no easy way 1o
rasolve i quickly, If someone really wanis 1o do
something, thowgh, everybody generally goes
akaing.”

In addition fo the farm, Greathouse business in-
faresis include a Lexinglon tobacco warehouse,
autarmobile linancing, and inswrance. All aof the
family vanlures are ovarsesn by the Greathouse
patriarch, John S, a reserved, bespectacied man
who shows & praference im his conservalive altire
for weed jackels and khak irousers. He i a bo-
nevalent presance, encouraging his childron in
family efforts as well as those they chopsa 1o pur-
sue ouiside of Glencrest

“I think we've been influenced by Dad's hard
work and love for Glencrest and his determination
Far it to be the best it can be, for what il is," Nancy
zaid. “He's always wanied to keep the Tarm of
moderale size, not 50 large that you can't check on
each mare, each workmamn, and each aspect every
day. | think he has imparted o us that special feal-
ing for the home farm thal everycne grew up on’

G enciast 15 operaled primanly as a commercial
breading opecation, with ihe chied ventung ba-
ing the selling of s yearhngs atl publsc aucian. The
family enpoyment of racing, howevar, 18 salisfisd
ihrowgh a sfable thal normally has some 20 to 30
runners. The racing stock usually consiasts of Glen
cres! yeardings that do not meat their resarves, pei
vale acquisitions, and an occassanal filly retained
for evenfual inclusion in the farm's broodmare
band

In 1987, Glencrast has been promineni on baih
the public awcton and racing frants, Thea farm was
thie Seventh-leading consignar to the Keensland
tall yearhing sale in t@rms af Gross recaipls. ]| ng
30 yearimgs for 51145900, an average o
538197

On the race track in 1987, Glencrest has been
represented by three graded stakes winners. Anka
Germania, raced in partnership with Fermwood Sia-
bhe, s a leading contender for champion grass filly
hanars, hiving wan tha the Drchid (gr. NT) and Mew
York i:jl Ty Handicaps and tha Mow ,_Ir_-r:_:.1_~!,.' Turl
Classie (ge. NIT). Bolshod Boy, campaigned in pa-
narship with Arthur Beflord, has caplured thiea

[Congsinusd on nexl page)
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The main residence al Glencrest Farm 5 more than a8 cenfuwry ol

graded slakes this year, including the
Carhuskar |é3r I} and Razarback (gr. 1)
Handicaps. Glancrast's Sprng Beauly
wian (R Barbara Frlche Handscip (gr
1H)

Glencres!'s 1987 stakes winners also
include Hilo Bob, bred in partnesship
with O, W. Walker Jr. Hilo Bob ks from
fhe first crop of the stallion Wavering
Monarch, a major winner bred and
raced by Glencras

Mot every Greathousea family membar
necassarily is a pariner in each horse
sold ar raced in the Glancrasi nama
Howavar, the Grealhouses have come
fo recognize thal associabng all ans-
maks with Glencres! rasulls in greatar
rECOgnition far e larm

"Cne reason we slared doing this
wils becausa, in 1982, we had Waved-
img Monarch, The VWheel Turns, and
some oiher good runners,” sad Dawvid
Greathouse, who also operates a blood-
stock agency. *'H we had run everything
under the name of Glancrast Farm, we
would have been on the leading own-
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s list—nob al the fop, butl inthe 1op 20
ar S0, We're in this busingess 1ogeber 1o
particpate n a commaoncial bresding
program, enhance 1he farm’s reputa-
lian, and make manay, We should 1y 1o
share &s much as we can.

COwer the years, John Greathouse Si
and his children, along with vanous out-
side parners, have bred some 30
stakes winners, Among them are 1960
Kenjucky Darby winner Venetian Way
1966 champéon 3-year-old filly Lady
Filt; Bold Liz, ranked second among fil-
lias on the Exparimantal Free Handicap
for Z2-year-olds of 1872, and Flying
Snowdrop, @ magor winner in Soulh
Africa. Campaigned in the names of the
Greathousas and their oulside partners
have beon more than 15 addad-mondy
winners, including Malching, In Full
Weew, Flyrng Katuna, Chnsimas Bonus,
and homebred Tricky Fingers

ghn W, Greathouse Sr's lale fathe,
WO Groathouse, made whal proba-

Lh LS

bly were the lirst auiomobile loans of-
fered in Lexington during the early par
of this century. He also owned maore
than 2,000 acres of land. His son
worked as a massenges in Keaneland's
mufuel department and Ined tha 1o-
bacco business, and he was convinted
that raising Thoroughbreds would go
“hand in hand " with the tamily’s farm.
ing waniures

Iy lather didn 't knock it (ihe Thar-
oughbred busingss), bul he dedn’'l an-
dorse it @ither” John S gad. ' was
something he'd never been into, and |
guess ha wasn't looking for amghing
else to be involved i

The earlest Greathouse Thorough-
brad venture Joahn Sr can recall in-
wolved a yearing he prepped and sold
for & frend ai Keoneland in the 1940s
The desl whaited hiz aAppetile 19 own
and rase his own horses. [n (o 1950s,
he purchased some 220 acris near
Midway, Ky, from his fathér lor Glen-
crest, so called because (he name was
found on some papers associated with
ihe fand

Alhough he was later joined in (the
Thoroughbred business by his father
and a brother, walerinarnan L F
Grealhouse, Johna Sr remained the
family s dominant farce in the breading
imdustry. The 19605 proved fruithul. as
hé achigved promingnce as the breedar
of classic winngd Yenatan Way (Royal
Coinage-—Firefly, by Papa Redbird) and
champion Lady Pitt (Sword Danggr—
Rock Dirill, by Whirlaway). 0 1962, he
sold a yearling full brother 1o Venetan
Way (Cambio] a1 HKeensland for
£71,000, the highest price pakd thal
year in Morh America for 8 coll oflered
al public avction

John Sr also became involved in in-
dustry matters not directly related to his
own oparation. He served as president
al the Thoroughbred Breadars of Ken-
lwcky dunng the 19708 and was insiru-
maEnifal o the estabhshmant of the Kan-
tncky Th{:qu:.u-;‘;hl:lrl:!rj Diavelopmeant
Fund, which prowvides race purse sup-
plemenis to the owners of Eenfucky-
bBred runners. He also sered a lorm as
president of the Thoroughbred Club of
America

"My father s knowledgeable not only
about the animals, but also about the
indusiry' said John Greajhouse Ji
“Dad has dealt well with people over
the years, and he's always had a good
aye 1or a horse. | know a |01 of people
who can ahaor deal with people and
work with horses, bul most can't do
boih,™

The elder Greaihouse and his wife



live on Glencrest n a large brick Grask
Revival residance. fronted by I'lvgn-
white columns. Recantly, John S
spoke nostalgically of his aarly days in
the Thoroughbeed business, calling the
game “maore fun then” The industry
participanis warg more close-kni, and
the financial pressures wereé nol S0
great. he recalls. He dermgs gatisfac-
ion ftoday from “the fact thal we've
grawn ina very pleéasant way, using our
awn mondy, and my children have been
here 1o help.”

The modern Glencrest s danded inlo
two divisions—ane for breading stock
and ihe olher for yearlings—iocated ap-
proximatély three miles apart, Thare
are 15 barms, numbargd 1 through 16—
“We skp 13, Kaendland does il 50 can
wa,” John Sr said, The predominant
barn streclures are convaried lobacco
barng and high-ralered ﬂul|ﬂlﬂ95 Sait-
able lor both horses and lobacco. One
of e farm's mare interesting barms is a
converied Drick siructure, budt more
than 100 years ago. It was used by a
prewious owner to house drall horses
and store whiskey barrals,

Glencrast s home b0 some B0
Greathouse brododmares, 20 year-
argund broodmare bogrders, and those
animals’ olffspring. Scheduled to stand
al tha farm on 1988 ane 5ix stalbons, in-
cliding Wavering Monarch (by Majestic
Light) and Clever Trick (by lcecapade),
which had been represented by 16
siakes winners through early Decem-
Bar,

| ohn Greaihouse Sr has stressed a
conbinuing quest lor quality in the
Glencrest breeding program. He also
has emphasized, howeaves, modardhion
in capital expendilures. & philosophy
thai banafited the fanm dunng the sharp
fall that lallewed the Thoroughhbred
rmarketplace’s highs earler in this dec-
ade.

In the production of yearlings, stallion
costs are kept down by breading many
mares ta farm stallions. Glancrast owns
shares in approximately 20 stallians, in-
cluding Danzig, Polish Navy, and Dix-
iefand Band. Expendifures in thal area
are confralled by buying ing Studs
whean they ara first syndicated or early
in their caraers, Stallion seasons pur-
chased by the farm generally cost in the
510,000 10 550,000 range.

Pedigrea, conformation, and race
record all are emphasized by the
Gireathouses in their selection of s1al-
lpns. Anciher element they look for is
Speed.

“The sfallion has to have spead

somewhana in his pedigrees of s race
record,” David Greathouse said
“Speed can be delined in a couple of
different ways, Some horses, ihe good
spfiniers, break and go night to the lead.
Oiher horses can lay a ile close and
give you a big fate run. Plodders are
someathing that we've never brad to'

Said John Greathouss Jdr: 1 wa
can't sell the foals of a stallion that has
speed and can pass il along, we can
race tham and make a living with
tham,

The philgsophy of broodmand acgu-
siion, a5 deschnbed by  John
Greathouse Se. is to obtain “all the
pedigres we can get and as much rac-
img class as we can allord.” Most mares
the family buys cost in the neighbor-
hood of 550,000 o 5200,000.

For a number of years, the
Greathouses have purchasad well-krad
filles with lesser race racords from the
Cigden Phipps family, whose powerful
program  has produded Aumerous
champians. Glancrast's Wavering Mo
arch, which capturad the 1982 Haskall
Invitational Handicap (g 1) and the
1983 San Fernando Slakes (gf. 1), was
produced from a lermer Phipps animal,
the Buckpasser mare Uncommiited. He
iz also the son of a Phipps stallion, Ma-
jestic Light.

The Greathouses also like 1o pur-
chasa maras still racing or maras jus|
off the race track. They belisve those
animals o be batier valuas than some
in-foal broocdmaras. whose prices can
be overly inflated by the foals they ara
CArFyIng.

Davig Greathouse consigers Europe
o be a good source ol reasonably
priced racing fillies and broodmares.
His recent acquisitions thera have in-
cluded Irish-bred  Anka Germania,
which is schedulad to start in the Ded
13 Hollywood Turf Cup Handicap (gre
ITh

“One thing we've done for years is
‘underbraed’ our mares. That's based
on the fact thal somaé manes beng Brad
1o 575,000 siallions toddy mighl nol
evien be hall-sisters 1o & stakes winner,”
David said, "Because a i1 of our mares
are bred to 520,000 stallons. their off-
spring bring 5100000 instead of the
£200,000 you would gel breeding to a
mare expensive stud. Howewver. if the
foal isn't a good one, we're oul just
520,000, not 575,000, We think it pays
el in the lang run.”

Glencrest yiarhings are sold primanly
at Keeneland in the summer and fall. A
repdmall, lunging, and hand walking
are used in sale preparation to develop

the young animals' muscles and give
the yearlings an athletic appearance—
a sirong shoulder, a8 widening chest,
and encugh meat on its frame 1o please
the buyers. The Glencrest yearings'
bloodlines generally area most appeal-
img 1o the Amencan buyers, but the ani-
mals aften have attracted the attention
of fareign interesis as well.

Top-priced  yearling ever sold by
Glencrest was Dolly's Alydar (Alydar—
Mindy's Hurfncana), & ool which
brought 875,000 at the 1982 Fasig
Tiplon Saratoga sale, Glencres! also
sgold @ $525000 Nurayev—Carabess
Kitten coll (Masnunj at Keeneland in
Juby of 1986, In 1985, Glencrest's Dan-
zig—Guile Princess colt  brought
S500,000 at the Fasig-Tiplon Kenlwcky
summear yaarling sale. Named Polish
Count, the call this year placed in a
group Il slakes in West Garmany,

Glencrast yararlings thal do nol attan
thaif reservg prices bacome mambers
of the Greathouses' racing stable. The
family sends its runners o a number of
trainers, among them Rusty Arnmn,l
Tommy Skiffinglon, Howie Tesher, and
Steve Maorguelan. One Greathouse rac- |
ing strategy Is to send stock 1o MNew
Yark in the winler, whan pursas rémain
ralatvely high, bul some of tha moré
powariul slables have shipped 1o Flor-
k.

"Thay ra genarally nol our bBetler
Brid hosses of best-locking horses, But
wilt wanl (o see Ihem go 19 he races.
and wé wanl tham 16 win, ' Seid John
Greainowse Jr, of the lamily's racing
animals, "Il ihey're good enough, we |
try 1o spol them in & place where thay
can get some black type,

“We stlill own the mare, so0 we're |
thinkirg of helping that mare first. Sec-
ond, wa're thinking of salling the race
horsa. They re all tor sale when they ra
o the race rack, and they'll be lor sale
neodl week, néxt moath, and next year,
wnbil we gel ihem sold,”

The racing aspect of the Glencrest
operaton (8 espectally satiafying 1o
John Jr, who once aspired o be a
trainer. He has not regretied his decs-
sion 1o set aside thal goal lor Tamily-re-
lated pursuits.

“Thara ara 50 many things that we
couldm't affard to do individwally that we
can do collactivaly”’ he said. ""'Wa wani
to Be around horses and rase good
horses. 0 it doasn't matter which ong |
of us bred & pafscular horse of Sold a
particular horse. We're willing o shed a
litle bit of our ego to get along with
other people and make everything
work 'l
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